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Concrete 
company 
accusedof 

by Peyton Whitelyr „,s, l̂i.*̂ >,.v 
:.fTimeŝ sts(ffrepqrter,f f^X IvS^" 

in 1986; fedei^ ^agents ieario^';^. 
concrete waistewias being washed.!,' 
into Lake Union; and the'Duwai-'-
mish River.,.:. - '-̂  • y •y^—^.yy' -

Yestenilay a .Portland <bnipai^,;j^ 
and tyyo of̂ ils.fiirmCT erri^loyeesi^ 
were accused in federal icourtof jOgy;; 
counts !<)f \nolating :tiB^erarjtB#|f 
poUution laws iri acts datiifiî  to'thir'^' 
summer; bf • 1986/'!£ •y5̂ >̂ -̂̂ -:'„'''̂ ''̂ " I-'̂  

Named; as defendants \v(ere Rie-'-̂ -
del International Indi \theri=thie5̂ f̂  
parent corporation- Ofi the Pioneer ; 
Constmctioh'Materials,'G6i;iaan1essi 
Ai ;Repitian,?:ithen Pioneertpife§i-
dent; vandj jRbnald :oE!.?r)Suinmers,T\v 
thfeWlHbrieerbperations! mahager̂ &iv ̂  

BThe;chargesTare?the latest iiijiaftj'' 
series '̂of> more'Uhah&two> dozen© 
prosecutions andyirivestigaitions?bfr?3' 
ienviivnmentaltcriiri(KvrteBihg^cdri-f j;i; 
ducted by the office of Gene • 
Anderson, U.S. attorney in Seattle, ' 
.along; with .thcjifederal.,Enyirortr|f, 
ment#Prpte(^6h?Ai^fi<yi^^^ 'w}ciri§'' 
^governmental-bodi^. * '^!^ W ̂  ^ 

Some of ; those, proseoutiorts ^. 
have resUlted^ri* si^ificant- fiiiife''i>^, 
and jaU teims. Those include a $ 1 ; 
mmtort i^teAle>ned¥3ag^iiisfl/tiiie ' 

-h^'- i i t '•iij«>;JR?<i-. 

more, for concealmertf 
than for blockage. ^̂  

ndHattwigpPjyigenf^ ^erd 
.•U!.U 

Wyckoff Co. in 1985 for pollutirij 
the Duwamish River aiiid a $40;00 
fine imposed ih July against.: the >* 
GeOî e Scofield Cd: of Tacoma f̂ot; ^. 

, illegally- diischai'girig-cbriiTetftS^ 
waste into the Tacoma City Watfef ^ 

' Riedel reicently%bld the Pioneer "'•'•' 
operations'<td a'' Seattle concrete! - : 
company, with Riepman and Sum- / 
mers,, now; wrprking, for the ne\y _ -
owriersrr, .,'̂ " ' "-yA...̂ .,','"-.,;',.i'",i.:-. .. 

i Court /documents .filed durir^ ' : 
the 1986 investigation, prepared by, " 
Gerd /;Hattwig,, an, EPA special-;̂ 7 

: agent,; teU how ^suspicions aboiit-1 -
' the illegal discharges dated to the.: . 
spring of that year. - ; -

..y. -Richard Kpch,^engineerwitlV^r 
j- thelstatie Depaitmerit' of Ecology^ Jsl. 
' then began checking on the dist.-:. 

charges from the Piori^r plants at?:'̂ "-
5975 E. Maf^nal Way S., along the .: 

i Duwamish,:and 901 Fairview Ave:e-
I N., alongLake:Uriioririii;%i;i-!:>: î" 
I Koch watched as: mostly empty -? 

concrete' tracks retuming; from.'? 
deliveries were washed dovim; qHuoî ,̂ 

'̂ Koch t)ersorially;;;v;^saw«ori;^^ 
I taminated waste waters leaving the<;» 
! plant via surface runoff headedfotH 

the CKiwamiish,'' wrote Hattwig.\He.it 
added^hatjKoch'theh metnWitiKjî : 
Sumriier^' and told rhim iabout th?»it 
need for a federal permit to contiOH;;̂  

: uessuch:discharges.̂ :v:io .yvy-yi-i".-
"During! the conversations with i-

Summers, Koch_was told the: plant-^ 
gdQesirtot;̂ r6utiriely discharge intq-; 
:ltlje!t>uwiitriish and'does not'need:*. -
«penni^*J€lattwigsaid. . / yX 

Hattwig then began his own| 
stakieout;i,,Qn Aug. ,27,rl986, for|-
example; Jie;watcniedlastnumerous \', 
tmck wash-downs resulted in the|-
concrete wastes streaming into the C 
r i v e r . ' r - - '••'•.: ' - . ^ ' l • 

"It Appears a pipe is buried irt:a| 
concrete jjWaU.;.̂  The pipe has-a I.; 
loose-fitting, cover .plate which ap» I : 
pears mi)re-.for concealment pur-1 • 
pOsesftl̂ n?^fbf> blockage..,. ;0n|^ 
eachp6fth(tee occasions, an obvi-l 
OUS, distinik; cloud in the river | 
occurs :npiti the toncrete chenfi;! 
calsi\vhe wnite. • " ' - | -
;, ^aMpijesibf the dischiE^ were| '•. 
tested arid found to; fit; definitions % • 
of hazardoiis^waste, partly becausell 
of their fKjexfcrieme alkalinity. In \ '-
plants : meeting EPA standards,] 
suchWaste /pjmmonly is recydedl 
OE treijited ^yith acid for neutraliza^ \ 

'•tibri;S?aBV'fe-^-'- . '̂ ••.••:• - | 
r :TheI;,10;,,<»urits;̂ fâ ^̂ ^̂ ^ in thel 

, infonnation prepared by,Assistant'!; 
U.SrAttortiifeys David MarshaU andfl 

1 Heferi:'{Bninrter; 'describe'. sieverall ^ 
discharges; ibeti*een';May: and Au-| 
gust 4986, each a violation of the? . 
federal Clean V/ater Act. '. | 
. jNonie :dfithe defendarits wouldf 

coriimerit bifthe charges, ' •'̂  
The- maximum; pen|lty for '\ 

ĵ  water-apt. yiolatibn is ( 
prison and a sJob.doa j 

USEPASF 

1316331 

file:///nolating



